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Mode I Field Intensity Factors of Infinitely Long Strip in
Piezoelectric Media
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We consider the problem of determining the singular stresses and electric fields in a pi-
ezoelectric ceramic strip containing a Griffith crack under in-plane normal loading within the
framework of linear piezoelectricity. The potential theory method and Fourier transforms are
used to reduce the problem to the solution of dual integral equations, which are then expressed

to a Fredholm integral equation of the second kind. Numerical values on the field intensity
factors are obtained, and the influences of the electric fields for PZT-6B piezoelectric ceramic

are discussed.
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Nomenclature

a : A half of crack length

: Elastic moduli measured in a
constant electric field

C11> C13» C33 Ca4

du dss : Dielectric permittivities mea-
sured at a constant strain

Dy, D; . Electric displacement vector

€15 €315 € . Piezoelectric constants

Ex E; . Electric field vector

h . A half of thickness of the strip

K’ : Field intensity factor

@ . Electric potential

¢ . Potential function

1. Introduction

Because of its coupling characteristic between
electric and mechanical deformation, piezoelectric
materials have been widely used in transducers
and sensors. Due to the intrinsic brittle property,
however, the stress concentration caused by
mechanical and/or electric load may induce the
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initiation and propagation of crack under loading
conditions. In order to predict the service lifetime
of piezoelectric ceramic components, we must
identify the damage and the fracture behavior of
the materials. The increasing attention to the
study of crack problems in piezoelectric materials
in the last decade has led to a lot of significant
works being published.

Of particular interest, Pak (1990) obtained the
closed form solutions for an unbounded pi-
ezoelectric medium under anti-plane loading by
employing a complex variable approach. Park
and Sun (1995) obtained the closed form solu-
tions for all modes of fracture for an infinite
piezoelectric medium containing a center crack
subjected to a combined mechanical and electrical
loading. Shindo et al. (1996, 1997) obtained the
solution for the infinite strip parallel or perpen-
dicular to the crack under anti-plane loading
using integral transform method. Recently, Kwon
and Lee (2000) obtained the solution of pi-
ezoelectric rectangular media with a center crack
under anti-plane shear loading.

In contrast to the success of the anti-plane
(mode III) crack problem researches mentioned
above, there are relatively few papers concerning
in-plane (mode 1) crack problem due to the
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complexity of analysis. The purpose of the present
work is to conduct a systematic study of the in
-plane crack problem of a transversely isotropic
solid (class 6 mm or hexagonal) by using a
potential theory and an integral transform
method. In this paper, we consider the crack
problem in a piezoelectric ceramic strip under in-
plane normal loading. The numerical results for
the field intensity factors are shown graphically
for PZT-6B piezoelectric ceramic.

2. Potential Theory Method and
Governing Equations

In a Cartesian coordinates (x, z), poled with
z-axis, the governing equations can be written as
follows,
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where 2 (x, 2), w(x, 2), ¢ (cu €13 Csz Ca)s
(di1» dss) and (eis, ea1, e33) are the displacement
in x-direction, the displacement in z-direction,
the electric potential, the elastic moduli measured
in a constant electric field, the dielectric per-
mittivities measured at a constant strain and the
piezoelectric constants, respectively.

We introduce the following potential function
which could transform Egs. (1)-(3) into the
familiar differential equations,

9y 0 4 0d
u"‘ax’ uj‘—kl azy ¢’—‘k2821 (4)

where ¢(x, z) is the potential function
introduced, and %, and k&, are unknown constants.
Putting Eq. (4) into Egs. (1)-(3), we have the

following equations,
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The terms ¢*¢/dx? and 5%¢/92? are not identi-
cally equal to zero. Therefore, a non-trivial solu-
tion of Egs. (5)-(7) is to exist only in the follow-
ing case,

cut(cutad it (esten)k
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Eliminating %, and 4, in Eq. (8), we obtain a
cubic algebra equation of 1,

AA%+BA*+CAr+ D=0, ®
where
A=efs+cudus (10)
B=(2ciels— cuch +2ciesen
—2cneses+ cisdu+2cicudn (1
— cucadin— Cucudss) / cus
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The three roots of Eq. (9) are denoted by A,(;
=1, 2, 3) and A, is assumed to be a positive real
number, A, and A; are to be either positive real
numbers or a pair of conjugate complex roots
with positive real parts.

Corresponding to three roots, there are three
potential functions ¢;(7=1, 2, 3) and each of
them must satisfy the following equation,

vig=dbe f;jz =0, i=1,2,3, (14)
where

_z
= (15)
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3. Problem Statement and Method of
Solution

Consider a piezoelectric medium in the form of
an infinitely long strip containing a finite crack
subjected to the combined in-plane mechanical
and electric loads as shown in Fig. 1. A set of
cartesian coordinates (x, z) is attached to the
center of the crack. The piezoelectric ceramic strip
poled with z-axis occupies the region(—co<x
<oo, —h<z<}k) and is thick enough in the
y-direction to allow a state of plane strain. The
crack is situated along the —g<x<ga, z=0.
Because of the assumed symmetry in geometry
and loading, it is sufficient to consider the prob-
lem for 0< x<oo and z=>0 only.

How to impose the electrical boundary condi-
tions along the crack surfaces in piezoelectric
fracture modelling is controversial. The imperme-
able boundary condition on the crack surface was
widely used in the previous works. This condition
shows that the electric displacement intensity
factor depends on the electric load, and the energy
release rate is always negative only in the pres-
ence of electric loading, irrespective of its sign.
These contradict the available experimental
observations (Park and Sun, 1995; Tobin and
Pak, 1993).

In fact, cracks in piezoelectric media will be
filled with vacuum or air. This requires that both
the normal components of electric displacement
and the tangential component of the electric field
will be continuous across the crack faces.

Based on this concept, the boundary conditions
are written in the forms,

z

2

I L
2r %
bl
Infinite piezoelectric strip with a crack sub-

jected to the combined in-plane electric and
mechanical loads

Fig. 1

0:(x, b)Y =0:(x, —h) =00 (16)
Dz(x’ h) =Dz(x, _h) =D01 (17)
0x2(x, 0) =0, (18)
oxz(x, h) =0, (19)

Ex(x, 0) =Ex(x, 07), (0<x<q), (20a)
D:(x, 0*) =D:(x, 07), (0<x<a), (20b)

#(x, 0) =0, (0<x<0), (21)
0z(x, 0)=0, (0<x<aq), (22)
w(x, 0) =0, (a<x<x). (23)

By applying a Fourier transform to Eq. (14),
we can find the displacements, electric fields,
stresses and electric displacement components in
the forms,

¢: (%, 22 =-§; [; MLS[As (s)cosh(sz:)
+ B, (s)sinh(sz:) Jcos (sx) ds,
(24
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(26)
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27
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(31)
where
s e (32)
p=cullthdtadk, (33)
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yo= eaaku;dsskzi — e, (34)
and A;(s), B;(s) (i=1, 2) are the unknowns to
be solved, and gy, bo, co=Cazao— esbo and dgh=
enao+ dasbo are unknown constants, which will
be determined from the far field loading condi-
tions.

By applying the far field loading conditions
(16)-(17), the relations between A,(s) and B;
(s) as well as the constants g, by, ¢o and ¢, are
evaluated as follows,

Zo= s+ eas Do — " €3300 + szl (35)
0 Cazdlaz+ 6323 » e Casdas+ e:?:;a
Co= 0o» do= Do,

ancosh (sh) A1 (s) + axcosh (shz) Az (s)

+ ascosh (shs) As(s) = — asinh (shi) Bi(s)
(36)

— aesinh (she) B2(s) — assinh (sha) Bs(s),

ricosh (sh) A1 (s) + yzcosh(shz) A2 (s)

+ yscosh (shs) Az (s) = — yisinh (sh) Bi{s)
(37)

— y2sinh (sh) B2 (s) — yssinh (skh3) Bs(s),

where

hi=h/J1:, =1, 2, 3. (38)
Also from Egs. (18)-(21), we obtain,
BiBi(s) + 5B:(s) +BsBa(S) =0, (39)

Bisinh (sh:) Ay (s) + Besinh (shs) Az (s)

+ Bssinh (shs) As(s) = — ficosh (shy) Bi(s)
(40)

— Becosh(shs) B2 (s) — Bacosh(sha) Bs(s),

k21 kZZ k —

WBI(S) +ﬁBz (s) +T2:Ba (s)=0. (41)

It is convenient to use the following definition,

M(s)= %Bl (s) +%Bz(s) + f[‘l—zBa(s)

(42)

From Egs. (39), (41) and (42), we can find B,
(s) in the forms,

Bi(s)=N,M(s), B2(s) =NoM (s),

Bs(s) =NzM (s), (43)
where
N1 = ( - kzz - lekZZ + kzz+ k12k23) «/717/4
(44)

N,= (km + kiska— kos— ki1 fers) x/xz_/d, (45)

No=(— ko1 — kofers + b+ kukes) x/l—a/d,
(46)
© A=kikn— kiska— kuka
+k13k22+k11k23—k12k23' (47)
Therefore the unknowns A;(s) (=1, 2, 3) can
be determined in terms of M (s) from Egs. (36)-
(37) and (40).

Using the mixed boundary conditions, Egs.
(22) and (23), we obtain the following dual

integral equations,

ﬁmsfl(s)M(s) cos (sx)a’s=—§c4), (0<x<q),
(48)
‘/o-mM(s)cos(sx)ds=0, (@< x <), (49)
where
_ aAi(s) +aAx(s) + asAs(s) .

(N1 + &Ny + asNg) M (s)
(50)

fils) =

To solve the dual integral equations, we define
M (s) in the form,

M()= ["65(&) Jo(s2) di. (1)

where J;(s£€) is the zero-order Bessel function of
the first kind.

Inserting Eq. (51) into Eqs. (48) and (49), we
can find that the auxiliary function g5 (£) is given
by the following Fredholm integral equation of
the second kind,

9(5)+[L(5, H)Q(H)dH=YF,

(52)
where
L(5, ) =JEH [ S[A(S/@)~1]
Jo(SH) J,(SE) dS,
(53)
S=sa, E=§, H=%,
Q&) =——JET (&), (54)

Q) =—2VHT (7).
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4. Field Intensity Factors

The mode I stress intensity factor, K7 is
defined and determined in the form,

K"Elimvzﬂ(x—-a) Gz(x’ O) ZCO\/Z_LZ‘.Q(I)
X-at
(55)
Extending the traditional concept of stress
intensity factor to other field variables (Pak,

1990) and considering four possible far field
conditions, we have

K =Cro/ma (1), (f=0, & E, D), (56)

where

Co‘= l’ (57)
kll klz N + kla N3
- /11
Ce= Nx+a’2N2+ﬂfsNa ’ (38)
@N1+@N2+@N3

N+ Ny + &N
N1+ 72Nz + 73N,
aiN: + Ny + N3’
and K¢, K% and K are strain intensity, electric
field intensity and electric displacement intensity
factor, respectively.

From Eq. (56), it is noted that the uniform
electric load has no influence on the field singu-

Co=

(60)

larities under constant stress loading, and the
electric displacement intensity factor depends on

14 ——
PZT-6B _

13-

K’/ C,c, (ra)?
S
|

11
1.0 SR S R R
0.0 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5
a/h
Fig. 2 Normalized field intensity factors

K’/ Cfcom vs. a/h

the material constant Cp and the applied mechan-
ical load g, but not on the applied electrical load.

. These are well agreed with the results of Gao and

Fan (1999).

In case of j; — oo, the field intensity factors for
an infinite piezoelectric ceramic can be obtained
in the form,

K’=Cso/na. (f=0, e E, D), (61

These are also agreed with the results of Gao
and Fan (1999).

To examine the effect of electromechanical
interactions on the field intensity factors, equa-
tion (52) is computed numerically by Gaussian
We consider PZT-6B
ceramic which material properties are as follows,

quadrature formula.

Elastic constants (10° N/m?):

en=16.8, c3=16.3, cy,=2.71, ¢13=6.0,
Piezoelectric constants (C/m?):

e5=4.6, e5,=—0.9, e;3=T7.1,
Dielectric permittivity (1071 F/m):

dn=36, d=34.

Figure 2 displays the variation of the normal-
ized field intensity factors, K“/Cscov/7a, against
the g/ k values. They increase with the increase of
the g/h ratio.

5. Conclusions

The electroelastic crack problem in a transver-
sely isotropic piezoelectric ceramic strip under in-
plane normal loading was analyzed by the intro-
duction of potential functions and the integral
transform approach. The traditional concept of
linear elastic fracture mechanics is extended to
include the piezoelectric effects and the results are
expressed in terms of the field intensity factors.
Especially, the electric loadings have no influence
on the field singularities under constant stress
loading.
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